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‘W Midnapore Minor Accidentally mém__oém Whistle, >3=mmm People With Charlie 9%_5 Act

. TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Kolkata: In Em 1931 silent film, ‘Gity

Lights’, Charlie Chaplin accidentally
swallows a whistle, leaving the
audience in splits as he breaks into
SWEmEm hiccups and lands himself
in a series of hilarious situations.
A month ago, life imitated art
in a remote hamlet of West Midna-
pore, where seven-year-old Hijbul
Ali Khan repeated  the
famous Tramp act to wmnoam a'sen-
sation overnight.

Hundreds of people from nearby
villages trooped in to see the’
whistling boy, and Hijbul didn’t dis-
appoint. Even grumpy village elders:
walked away with a grin.

“Tt wasn't funny to be laughed m\n
But I did hog the limelight and oth-
er kids in the village were envious.
Sajid and Mushtag wanted to whis-

I ﬂa E.a become H.mEosm aswell
- but their mothers barred them

help laughing at her son's

-‘was clearly not amused. After

from buying the pack of snack
that carries the tiny whistle,”
said the impish kid after doc-
tors in Kolkata removed
the whistle. "

Hijbul’s mother Ahida Biwi
had never heard of the Eng-
lish comic actor but when the
doctors showed her a clipfrom
‘City Lights’, she, too, couldn't

predicament.

But a month ago, when an
unending stream of strangers
wallzed in and out of her house
from dawn to midnight, she

three days, she rushed him to
the city for medical help.
“YWhenever he attempted to

- speak or wwmmﬁm hard, :m whis- > relieved :__U..__ with _.__m mother in Kolkata

tled. He could eat without trou-
ble and even communicate but
the whistling made his breath
heavy. His brothers Ahedul and

_ Riyazul and sisters Khadifa and

Nazima were amused in the be-
ginning but went quite after a
while, realizing it was not fun-
ny,” said Biwi. 1

Hijbul’s father Wrmymuﬁw:

. Khan, who works in a tailoring

shop, had heard about a nursing
home in Ekbalpore. But the doe-
tors there said the tiny plastic
whistle was lodged in the left
lung and the boy needed to be op-
erated upon in a bigger hospital.
moBmoEm .m._m: referred 52: 8

jbul, childhood memories of the

 |brilliant scene from ‘City Lights”

The moment ENT nommﬁﬁmsﬁ i
surgeon Arjun Dasgupta saw Hi- |

came alive.
“I could have never &.mmﬂ._ma en-

‘countering something like that in

real life. It was rather surreal. I re-
moved peanuts, vegetables and even
beads that children had accidental-
‘ly swallowed. Never a whistle that
had lodged in such a way that the
child became a iEmﬁmw_.. the
doctor said.
. He, along with HZ.H_ surgeons
NVEK Mohan and Chiranjit Dutta,
conducted an hour-and-a-half-long"
bronchoscopy to remove the whistle
from the oblique left bronchus 11 days
after Hijbul had swallowed the ob-
ject. Alonger delay could have furned
fatal, choking the QEE and leading -
' | to spasms..
_But it didn’t and everyone had a
igodd laugh when Dusgupta showed
the clip from ‘City Lights’ to E.EE

and his wmgﬁm.
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