OLD AGE CARE

Surgery hope for
Parkinsons patients
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KOLKATA: [t's good news
for thousands of
patients suffering from
Parkinson's disease

in Bengal and in east-
ern India.

A team of doctors
COmPrising neurosur-
geons DrL.N Tripathy,
in-charge of the
Medical Institute of
Neurological Diseases
(MIND), Dr Tipu Aziz,
head of functional neu-
rosurgery unit at John
Radcliffe Hospital in
UK, and Dr Dipankar
Nandi of Charing Cross
Hospital in the UK per-
formed a surgery on a
53-year-old female
patient on Tuesday and
successfully stopped
the symptoms of severe
tremors of the patient.

Tripathy said,
“Parkinson's is an
incurable disease. But
the surgical procedure
can CON-
trol the problems to a

surgery
deep brain stimulations
(DBS), a process used
in the brain to treat a
variety of disablin

neurological disorders,
parti Parkinson's
disease, on the patient.
The surgery took only
30 minutes
local anaesthesia.”
“DBS uses a surgi-
cally implanted, bat-
tery-operated medical
devise neurostimulator
like pacemaker, P
neurostimulator deliv-
ers electrical stimula-

tion to ed areas
in the brain that con-
trol movement block-
ing abnormal nerve sig-
nals that cause tremors
and other symptoms,
The patient has resp-
onded to the
satisfactorily. She is
doing well,” said Nandi.

Parkinson's disease
is on the rise in Kolkata
as well as in eastern
states. In Kolkata, at
least one in every 100
people above 60 suffers
from such incurable
neurological disorders,
Tripathy said.

“It is a very useful
surgery for critical pa
uentanfal:meﬁﬂ.ﬂume

m have mtmduced

DBS surgery;” said
Ehymmlﬂm,anmm

medicine expert associ-
ated with the Bangur
Institute of Neurology:.
The minimum cost of
the surgery is around
% lakh. DBS is the final
option when medica-

. tion fails, doctors said.



